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because of the inverse distance between the Indonesian and Malaysian politics, until 

the restoration of relations between them. Therefore, after the situation they tried to 

seek avenues of establishment of cooperation economical organization in the region. 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations and Thanad Khomantra, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of Thailand which governed by Field Marshal Thanom 

Kittikachorn, have been signed "Bangkok Declaration" at Saranrom Palace on 

August 8, 2510, by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Member States in five 

countries including Adam Malik of Indonesia, Narsiso Ramos of the Philippines, 

Abdul Lasuk of Malaysia, S Raja Ratnam of Singapore, and Thanad Khomantra of 

the Thailand who was considered a father of organization founder. 

The purpose of the establishment of ASEAN was formed by the external 

environment of the member countries for the governors of each member country 

they could focus on building the country; concerned about the spread of 

communism; faith or belief in the external power decline during the 20th century 

including to the economic development of the country. ASEAN establishment has 

an objective different from the European Union that is the ASEAN created to 

support the nationalist. 

Nowadays, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations is composed of 10 

member countries, representing approximately 4.5 million square kilometers, 

population about 560 million (in year 2006), the highest mountain of the region is 

Khakaborasee in Myanmar, which high 5881 meters, and bordering with China, 

India, Bangladesh and Papua New Guinea. 

Southeast Asia has a tropical climate; temperatures between 27-36 °C; natural 

vegetation is tropical rain forest which is the world's second largest rain forest, 

mixed forest, pine forest, sand beach forest, cropped forest. Industrial drops are rice, 

corn, cassava, pineapple, rubber, palm oil and pepper. 

In 1976 Papua New Guinea was an observer, and in 1967 member countries 

have established a strong economic cooperation after the results of the Bali 

conference in 1976. But such cooperation has been heavily affected in 1977 and 

then it has been revived since 1991, due to the Thailand offered establishment of a 



free trade area. After that Brunei Darussalam was joined to be the sixth member 

countries on January 8, 1984, which is the date after the declaration of independence 

on January 1 Brunei, only one week. 

Vietnam joined later in the seventh on 28 July 1995 and not so long after 

Laos and Myanmar joined in the eighth and ninth, respectively, on 23 July 1997. 

Cambodia wished to become a member but postpone due to internal political 

conflicts. Until 30 April 1999, Cambodia became a member of the tenth after the 

Cambodian government has been strongly established. 

In 1987 has had wide experience in the areas of ASEAN member countries 

have increased including the effort to consolidate them into one group. In 1990 

Malaysia was proposed an economic cooperation in East Asia, which consists of 

ASEAN countries, Republic of China, Japan and South Korea; it has intended to 

counterbalance the influence of the United States, which enhances the Economic 

Cooperation in Asia - Pacific (APEC) and Asia as a whole.  But such a proposal has 

been canceled because it has been heavily opposed by Japan and the United States. 

Although it failed in the field but the group member can be operated to group the 

countries as a unique. 

In 1992, the plan was signed at the same rate of customs duty (Common 

Effective Preferential Tariff) with the objective to enhance the competitiveness of 

ASEAN as an important production base for providing product to the global market 

through liberalization of trade, tariff reduction and non-tariff barriers to trade, as 

well as the tariff structure to facilitate the free trade. This law is a framework for the 

ASEAN Free Trade Area, after the financial crisis in Asia. In 1997 Malaysia's 

proposal was raised again in Chiang Mai(Thailand) known as The Chiang Mai 

Initiative which is integration between ASEAN and three more countries namely 

China, Japan and South Korea. 

In addition, the economic cooperation of the member countries, ASEAN also 

aims for preserving peace and stability in the region. On 15 December 1995, they 

were signed the Treaty of the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone to make 



the Southeast Asia as Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone. The Treaty was started on 28 

March 1997, which prohibits all nuclear weapons in the region. 

After the second Declaration of the ASEAN Cooperation (Bali Concord II) in 

2003, ASEAN signed an agreement with the Theory of Democratic Peace. This 

means all member countries believe that the principles of democracy will lead to 

peace and stability in the region. In addition, the country that is not democratic 

government also agreed with that democracy is a regime which other Member 

countries should be pursuing. 

The leaders of country, particularly Mahathir Mohammad of Malaysia, were 

recognizing the need to integrate the countries seriously. Since 1997, ASEAN has 

established a number of organizations in an effort to achieve these goals. ASEAN 

Plus Three is the first organization to be established, the objective is to strengthen 

the relationship with China, Japan and South Korea. And followed by A Meeting of 

East Asia which is the other three participating countries: India, Australia and New 

Zealand plans to have the foundation of East Asian community in the future, which 

drafted by the European Community, now halted.  After that the ASEAN Expert 

Group has set up to study the impact, both positive and negative aspects of the 

policy including the possibility to draft the Charter in the future. 

In 2006, ASEAN was a status of the UN General Assembly Observer, and the 

ASEAN country group requited "Discussion partners" to the United Nations. In 

addition on 23 July Joseh Ramus Orta, Prime Minister of East Timor, signed 

officially to be a participant of ASEAN, and expected that to be obtained observer 

status for five years before then its status could be an absolute member countries. 

ASEAN, in 2007, was celebrated the 40th anniversary of the founding 

anniversary of ASEAN and 30 years of diplomatic relations with the United States. 

On 26 August 2007 ASEAN aims to achieve a free trade agreement with China, 

Japan, South Korea, India, Australia and New Zealand within 2013 and to establish 

the ASEAN Economic Community within 2015. In November 2007, ASEAN 

member countries signed the ASEAN Charter which is the regulation of the 

relationship between ASEAN member countries, there is enhance ASEAN to be an 
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